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There are several methods for cleaning
pigtail fibers

Overview
Fiber endfaces must be very clean. There are various dry and wet cleaning tools and
methods for reliable cleaning.

Key Takeaways
Use purpose-built fiber optic cleaners, lint-free wipes, and 99% isopropyl alcohol to
safely clean pigtail fibers, always inspecting the connector before and after
cleaning.Recommended Cleaning Tools
• Cartridge or pocket-style fiber cleaners: These are dry cleaning tools designed to
remove dust and debris from the fiber end face without using liquids. Cartridge
cleaners expose a fresh cleaning surface with each use, while pocket cleaners have a
peel-back protective film for single-use cleaning .

• Fiber cleaning cassettes or reel-type cleaners: These use microfiber cloth rolls to
remove contaminants and are reusable for hundreds of cleanings, ideal for high-
density connectors .

• Lint-free wipes and 99% reagent-grade isopropyl alcohol (IPA): For wet cleaning,
use IPA on lint-free pads to dissolve oils and stubborn residues. Avoid cotton swabs or
regular cloths, as they can leave fibers or residues behind .
Cleaning Techniques
• Dry Cleaning: Hold the fiber tip lightly against the cleaning surface and rotate it 90
degrees for single, non-APC connectors. Dry cleaning is generally safer and preferred
for routine maintenance .
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• Wet Cleaning: Apply IPA to a lint-free pad and gently wipe the ferrule end face.
Follow immediately with a dry lint-free pad to remove any remaining solvent and
moisture .

• Avoid Improper Methods: Do not use dry wipes alone without proper tools, as static
charges can attract dust and metallic particles, potentially contaminating the
connector again .
Inspection and Safety
• Always inspect the connector with a fiberscope before and after cleaning to ensure
it is free of dust, oils, or scratches .

• Keep dust caps on connectors when not in use to prevent contamination .

• Ensure lasers are turned off before cleaning to avoid exposure to invisible laser
radiation .
Best Practices
• Clean connectors before every mating, whether for testing or network connections .

• Use static-dissipative solvents or allow cleaned connectors to be exposed to
deionized air for 5–10 seconds to reduce static buildup .

• For multi-fiber connectors like MTP®/MPO, dry cleaning is preferred, but wet
cleaning may be necessary for stubborn residues . By following these methods and
using the recommended tools, you can maintain optimal signal integrity, prevent
damage, and ensure reliable fiber optic connections.
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://jewelbluimages.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://jewelbluimages.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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