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Obstructing the electrical distribution
box in the corridor

Overview

Storage in Corridors and Exit Pathways Storage in exit pathways and corridors is a
persistent problem on Capitol Hill. While corridors are a seemingly conv.

Key Takeaways

Electrical distribution boxes in corridors must remain unobstructed, maintaining
minimum clearances to ensure safe egress, accessibility, and compliance with
building codes.Clearance Requirements for Electrical Equipment

Electrical panels and distribution boxes require adequate working and dedicated
space to allow safe operation, inspection, and maintenance. The standard clearances
for a single row of equipment in a corridor are typically summarized as the 36x30x78
inches rule:

* Front clearance: Minimum 3 feet (36 inches) in front of the equipment, allowing
doors to open at least 90 degrees.

e Side clearance: Minimum 30 inches from the sides, or at least the width of the
equipment itself.

* Height clearance: From the floor to 6 feet above the equipment or to the structural
ceiling, whichever is lower . Dedicated electrical rooms or corridor-mounted panels
should never be used for storage, and the path in front of the equipment must remain
clear for emergency egress . 4
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According to the International Building Code (IBC):

* The required width of corridors must remain unobstructed. Objects such as
furniture or equipment are only permissible if the minimum clear width is maintained

* The minimum corridor width is generally 44 inches, with exceptions for access to
electrical, mechanical, or plumbing systems, which may allow narrower widths (e.g.,
24 inches for equipment access), .

* An obstruction is considered a violation only if it reduces the required egress width .
Maintaining these clearances ensures that occupants can safely evacuate during
emergencies and that personnel can access electrical equipment without risk .
Practical Strategies to Prevent Obstruction

* Design Considerations: Place electrical panels in locations that do not interfere with
main circulation paths or emergency exits.

* Regular Inspections: Conduct routine checks to ensure corridors remain free of
stored items, debris, or temporary barriers .

* Sighage and Awareness: Clearly mark electrical equipment and educate staff about
the importance of keeping access paths clear.

* Compliance with Codes: Follow IBC, NFPA 70 (NEC), and local regulations for both
egress and electrical equipment clearances . By adhering to these standards,
corridors with electrical distribution boxes remain safe, accessible, and compliant
with building and fire safety codes.

Article Content
Storage in Corridors and Exit Pathways

Storage in exit pathways and corridors is a persistent problem on Capitol Hill. While
corridors are a seemingly convenient space to

Safe Clearances for Electrical Equipment: Working Space and

Dedicated electrical rooms should never be used for storage, and a clear path of
travel should be maintained for

Fast Facts

* ADA emergency staging area and staging area signs ¢ Brailled exit information
signage e Brailled signage in exit stairwells and at all

Means of Egress
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Staff carrying equipment may accidentally bump into equipment improperly stored in
the egress corridor, causing injury

How to Prevent Obstructions in Emergency Egress Areas

A warehouse experienced a fire outbreak where heavy boxes had been stacked near
one of the main emergency exits

ELEOQ9: 3 feet clearance

Access to electrical panels, breaker boxes and emergency shut-off controls must be
maintained at all times. OSHA outlines access

HEALTH & SAFETY Hallway Storage and Emergency Egress

SAFETY Hallway Storage and Emergency Egress General In order to ensure safe and
efficient building evacuation and circulation,

WCMC EHS

Ensure the storage restrictions and clearance requirements specified in this Update
are maintained and contact EHS for assistance

Storage in Corridors and Exit Pathways

Both OSHA and NFPA 101, the Life Safety Code, require that exit routes not decrease
in width when going toward the exit.

OSHA Electrical Panel Clearance Requirements: Guide

Guide to OSHA electrical panel clearance requirements. Learn about safety
standards, compliance tips, common violations, and best

Department of Energy Philippines

The Department of Energy (DOE) ensures a continuous, adequate, and economic
supply of energy to keep pace with the countrys

Location of switchboards & Obstructions - Detector Inspector

Clear access to a switchboard is important as speed to turn off the power during an
electrical fault could safe life. If the Switchboard

Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act

Republic Act No. 11361, known as the "Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act," aims to
ensure the uninterrupted transmission and

Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act | PDF | Electric Power Distribution ...
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Republic Act 11361, known as the Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act, aims to ensure
the uninterrupted transmission and distribution

OSHA Electrical Panel Clearance Requirements: Guide

Action: They implemented best practices for electrical panel installation and
maintenance, which included

Fire Sprinkler Obstructions: The Rules for Nonstructural Objects

Storage is an obstruction category covered more in-depth by NFPA 25: Standard for
the Inspection, Testing, and

Duterte signs Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act

The new law prohibits the planting of tall-growing plants, the construction of
hazardous

Understanding Easements and Utility Corridors

Easements and utility corridors are vital elements of land ownership, shaping how
parts of your property can be used or accessed.

Interlinking | Occupational Safety and Health Administration
1910.303 Display all referenced documents
Electrical Panel Safety

ACCESSIBILITY OSHA requires sufficient access and working spaces around all
electrical equipment, or panels, serving 600

Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act

Ra 11361 Anti Obstruction Law - Free download as PDF File (.pdf), Text File (.txt) or
read online for free. Republic Act No. 11361,

Republic Act No. 11361

115 OG No. 37, 10249 (September 16, 2019) [ REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11361, August 08,
2019 ] AN ACT ENSURING THE

AS/NZS 3000 Switchboard Clearances: Safety Rules Every

Proper Switchboard Clearances is crucial for safety and functionality in electrical
installations. Permitted switchboard

Electrical Safety: Keeping Electrical Panels Clear

Maintaining clear access to electrical panels is crucial for ensuring workplace safety
and compliance with OSHA and NFPA regulations.
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DILG urges LGUs to enact ordinances to prevent power line obstructions

To ensure continuous transmission and distribution of electricity especially during the
summer months, the

A Better Understanding of NFPA 70E: Electrical Equipment Working

The National Electrical Code® (NEC)® Section 110.26 requires adequate working
space for all electrical equipment.

2022 CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE

The 2022 California Electrical Code(Code) was developed through the outstanding
collaborative efforts of the Department of Housing

Safe Clearances for Electrical Equipment: Working Space and

Working space: The front clearance, side clearance, and height clearance
requirements for electrical equipment that provide a safe

Electrical Room Basics Part 1

Most of us have seen electrical equipment located outside of the electrical room.
Sometimes a panel is in a corridor of

eCFR :: 29 CFR Part 1910 Subpart S -

(vii) Switchboards, panelboards, and distribution boards installed for the control of
light and power circuits, and motor control centers

Department of Energy Philippines

The Department of Energy (DOE) ensures a continuous, adequate, and economic
supply of energy to keep pace with the countrys

Location of switchboards & Obstructions - Detector Inspector

Clear access to a switchboard is important as speed to turn off the power during an
electrical fault could safe life. If the Switchboard

Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act

Republic Act No. 11361, known as the "Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act," aims to
ensure the uninterrupted transmission and

Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act | PDF | Electric Power Distribution ...

Republic Act 11361, known as the Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act, aims to ensure
the uninterrupted transmission and distribution

OSHA Electrical Panel Clearance Requirements: Guide
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Action: They implemented best practices for electrical panel installation and
maintenance, which included

Fire Sprinkler Obstructions: The Rules for Nonstructural Objects

Storage is an obstruction category covered more in-depth by NFPA 25: Standard for
the Inspection, Testing, and

Electrical Panel Clearances | Requirements Explained!

The 2021 International Residential Code (IRC) requires electrical panels to have a
clear working space to ensure safe operation and

Efficient Corridor Wall Installation for UKK Power Distribution Boxes

Step-by-Step Installation Guide To achieve a professional-grade finish, follow these
localized steps for mounting your

5 Common Electrical Panel Code Violations and How to

Learn about common electrical panel code violations in residential remodels and how
to fix them to ensure

Are There Restrictions On Where To Mount A Residential Circuit ...

The National Fire Protection Association publishes the National Electric Code, or NEC,
which is adopted by nearly

Duterte signs Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act

The new law prohibits the planting of tall-growing plants, the construction of
hazardous improvements, and the

Understanding Easements and Utility Corridors

Easements and utility corridors are vital elements of land ownership, shaping how
parts of your property can be used or accessed.

Interlinking | Occupational Safety and Health Administration
1910.303 Display all referenced documents
Electrical Panel Safety

ACCESSIBILITY OSHA requires sufficient access and working spaces around all
electrical equipment, or panels, serving 600

Storage in Corridors and Exit Pathways

Storage in exit pathways and corridors is a persistent problem on Capitol Hill. While
corridors are a seemingly convenient space to

© 2026 JEWELBLU OPTICAL SYSTEMS - All rights reserved



Page 7/9

How to Prevent Obstructions in Emergency Egress Areas

A warehouse experienced a fire outbreak where heavy boxes had been stacked near
one of the main emergency exits

Fast Facts

* ADA emergency staging area and staging area signs ¢ Brailled exit information
signage ¢ Brailled signage in exit stairwells and at all

Safe Clearances for Electrical Equipment: Working Space and

Dedicated electrical rooms should never be used for storage, and a clear path of
travel should be maintained for

Means of Egress

Staff carrying equipment may accidentally bump into equipment improperly stored in
the egress corridor, causing injury

HEALTH & SAFETY Hallway Storage and Emergency Egress

SAFETY Hallway Storage and Emergency Egress General In order to ensure safe and
efficient building evacuation and circulation,

Blocked Electrical Panels

Obstructing electrical panels can lead to dangers such as arc flash, unintentional
fires, and delays in electrical

Storage in Corridors and Exit Pathways

Both OSHA and NFPA 101, the Life Safety Code, require that exit routes not decrease
in width when going toward the exit.

OSHA Electrical Panel Clearance Requirements: Guide

Guide to OSHA electrical panel clearance requirements. Learn about safety
standards, compliance tips, common violations, and best

ELEQ9: 3 feet clearance

Access to electrical panels, breaker boxes and emergency shut-off controls must be
maintained at all times. OSHA outlines access

Storage in Corridors and Exit Pathways

Storage in exit pathways and corridors is a persistent problem on Capitol Hill. While
corridors are a seemingly convenient space to

Safe Clearances for Electrical Equipment: Working Space and
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Dedicated electrical rooms should never be used for storage, and a clear path of
travel should be maintained for
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maintained at all times. OSHA outlines access

HEALTH & SAFETY Hallway Storage and Emergency Egress

SAFETY Hallway Storage and Emergency Egress General In order to ensure safe and
efficient building evacuation and circulation,

WCMC EHS

Ensure the storage restrictions and clearance requirements specified in this Update
are maintained and contact EHS for assistance
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in width when going toward the exit.
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Guide to OSHA electrical panel clearance requirements. Learn about safety
standards, compliance tips, common violations, and best

© 2026 JEWELBLU OPTICAL SYSTEMS - All rights reserved



Page 9/9

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://jewelbluimages.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://jewelbluimages.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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